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Lt. Col. Brian D. Birdwell is a native of Fort Worth, Texas, and a 1984 graduate of Lamar University in
Beaumont, Texas. Graduating as the Distinguished Military Student through the Army ROTC, he continued his
service in the United States Army at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. After subsequently serving in South Korea for 18
months, Birdwell returned to the States and met his future wife, Mel.

Brian was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received on September 11, 2001. After serving his country for
20 years, Brian retired and he and Mel founded Face the Fire Ministries, Inc. The ministry was established to
assist burn survivors and wounded servicemen and women and their families.

Brian and Mel, have one son, Matt, and a golden retriever, Hayley. They reside in Granbury, Texas.
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